Governor says legislators lack consensus, 
rules out special session. — Arkansas, 1B 


Opening day at Oaklawn Park carries 
different meanings. — Sports, 1C 


In the news 


E Queen Elizabeth II, in 
a new BBC documentary 
on her 1953 coronation and 
the symbolism of the crown 
jewels, said she can’t look 
down while giving a speech 
wearing the Imperial State 
Crown, which weighs near- 
ly 3 pounds, because “your 
neck would break” and it 
would fall off. 


E Renee Thole, a white 
teacher in Mason, Ohio, was 
ordered to undergo sensitiv- 
ity training after admitting 
to telling a black student 
he would be lynched by 
his classmates if he didn’t 
get back to work, which 
a district spokesman de- 
scribed as a “serious miss” 
on Thole’s part. 


H Joe Acaba, a NASA as- 
tronaut aboard the Interna- 
tional Space Station whose 
parents are from Puerto 
Rico, told students on the 
hurricane-ravaged island 
that the first thing he no- 
ticed in looking down from 
space was that the island is 
almost impossible to see at 
night because of the lack of 
lights. 


E Neilson Rizzuto, 26, 
was sentenced to five years 
in prison after he pleaded 
guilty to drunkenly plowing 
his pickup into a crowd of 
New Orleans paradegoers, 
injuring more than 30 peo- 
ple, during last year’s Mardi 
Gras season. 


E Sharon Ricci, 62, 
charged with striking and 
killing a man with her car in 
Charlton, Mass., avoided jail 
time and got probation after 
the victim’s widow asked a 
judge to drop a vehicular- 
homicide charge to avoid 
the burden on Ricci’s family 
if she were sent to prison. 


E Olga Cortez, 32, faces 
three assault counts after 
police said she followed 
her son to a middle school 
in Charlotte, N.C., and drew 
a knife as she argued and 
fought with two 13-year-olds 
she thought were bullying 
her son. 


Charles Francis, a po- 
lice spokesman in Charles- 
ton, S.C., said a motorcy- 
clist survived a 75-foot fall 
after he was thrown from 
his bike when it hit an in- 
terstate overpass retaining 
wall, catapulting him into a 
fenced-off area below. 


E Andrew Meunier of 
Naples, Fla., reported that a 
4-foot-tall bear attacked him 
beside his front door as he 
let his dog outside late one 
evening, resulting in cuts on 
Meunier’s face that needed 
Al stitches to close, sheriff’s 
deputies said. 


E Keandra Morgan and 
Keshawanna Parker, both 26, 
were arrested on attempt- 
ed-murder and robbery 
counts in Mississippi after 
the two women were ac- 
cused of luring the owner of 
a motel in Oxford, Ala., into 
their room and trying to kill 
him before fleeing with his 
vehicle, phone and wallet. 


WEATHER 


LITTLE ROCK 
Today Mostly sunny and cold. 
High 35, winds north at 5 to 


10m 
Tonight Mostly 
clear, bitter 
cold. 
Low 19. 
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Woosley 


Lottery 
revenue 
record 

tumbles 


$44.7M the most 


for a December 


MICHAEL R. WICKLINE 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

The Arkansas Scholar- 
ship Lottery’s revenue in 
December reached $44.7 
million and exceeded the 
previous record for the 
month, set in 2009, the first 
year of ticket sales. 

And the amount raised 
for college scholarships by 
the lottery totaled $6.5 mil- 
lion last month — the larg- 
est amount for a December 
since the lottery raised $6.9 
million in 2012. 

Lottery Director Bishop 
Woosley said Friday that 
the lottery had an excellent 
month with scratch-off tick- 
et sales in December, with a 
new $20 game and contin- 
ued success with $5 and $10 
tickets. Scratch-off tickets 
also are known as instant 
tickets. 

Draw games also were 
attractive to buyers during 
the month. The national 
Powerball and Mega Mil- 
lions jackpots both grew to 
around $250 million to $300 
million over the course of 
the month, Arkansas’ Nat- 
ural State Jackpot grew to 
more than $100,000 late 
in the month, and “those 
three combined jackpots 
had a big impact on sales,” 
Woosley said. 

The lottery’s scratch-off 
ticket revenue last month 
increased by $6.8 million 

See LOTTERY, Page 3A 
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Deal lives; Iran put on notice 


AP/CAROLYN KASTER 


President Donald Trump shakes hands with White House physician Ronny Jackson as he leaves 
Walter Reed military hospital in Bethesda, Md., on Friday after undergoing a medical checkup. In a 
statement released later by the White House, Jackson said Trump was in excellent health. Article, 3A 


Trump denies vulgarity 


Talked ‘tough’ on immigration, he admits 


JILL COLVIN 
AND ALAN FRAM 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


WASHINGTON — Presi- 
dent Donald Trump acknowl- 
edged Friday that he used 
“tough” language during a 
meeting about a bipartisan 
immigration proposal that he 
rejected, reportedly using a 
vulgar term to refer to some 
countries. 

“The language used by 
me at the DACA meeting 
was tough, but this was not 
the language used. What was 
really tough was the outland- 
ish proposal made — a big 
setback for DACA!” Trump 
wrote on Twitter, referring 


The New York Times/DOUG MILLS 


Sens. Tom Cotton (left) of Arkan- 
sas and David Perdue of Geor- 
gia, shown in August at the White 
House, said Friday that they 
did not recall President Donald 
Trump using vulgar language in 
a meeting on immigration policy. 


to the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals program 
implemented during Presi- 


at Bentonville HQ, report says 


ROBBIE NEISWANGER 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Wal-Mart Stores Inc. is 
preparing to eliminate about 
1,000 corporate positions be- 
fore the end of the fiscal year 
in ongoing efforts to control 
costs and improve efficiency. 

The cuts are expected by 
Jan. 31, which is the last day 
of the retailer’s fiscal 2018, 
according to a report Friday 
by The Wall Street Journal. 
The news outlet cited peo- 
ple familiar with the matter 
as saying the cuts are expect- 
ed to be broad-based and will 


primarily affect workers at 
the company’s headquarters 
in Bentonville. 

Wal-Mart would not con- 
firm late Friday any plans to 
cut workers. 

“As we’ve previously stat- 
ed, we’ve been looking at our 
structure for some time as 
we explore ways to operate 
more effectively,” Wal-Mart 
spokesman Randy Hargrove 
said in an emailed statement. 
“We continue to do that but 
are not going to comment on 
rumors and speculation.” 

The report comes a day 


after Wal-Mart said it was 
raising its minimum wage to 
$11 an hour and would offer 
employees one-time bonuses 
of up to $1,000. But the com- 
pany also confirmed Thurs- 
day that it was closing 63 
Sam’s Clubs across the U.S., 
part of a plan to consolidate 
its stores and fuel its e-com- 
merce business. As many 
as 12 of those stores will be 
converted into e-commerce 

fulfillment centers. 
The closings announced 
Thursday are expected to af- 
See WAL-MART, Page 3A 


LOOK BEYOND Trump’s reference 
to ‘depraved’ countries, appeal 
to immigrants from Europe, 
Womack says. Page 7A. 


dent Barack Obama’s tenure. 
The program grants protec- 
tions to about 800,000 illegal 
aliens who were brought to 
the United States as children. 

Spokesmen for the White 
House did not immediately 
respond to a request for clar- 
ification Friday. The White 
House did not deny Thurs- 
day that Trump used the vul- 
garity, first reported by The 
Washington Post and later 


See TRUMP, Page 7A 


Fix accord 
or U.S. 1s 
gone, says 
president 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

WASHINGTON — Pres- 
ident Donald Trump on 
Friday kept alive the Iran 
nuclear deal he detests by 
waiving sanctions for the 
third time, but he said he 
will not grant another re- 
prieve unless the agreement 
is amended to permanently 
block a potential pathway 
for Iran to build nuclear 
weapons. 

In conjunction with the 
waivers, the Treasury De- 
partment placed sanctions 
on 14 people 
and entities 
for alleged 
offenses un- 
related to 
Iran’s nucle- 
ar industry. The new mea- 
sures concern human-rights 
abuses and censorship in 
Iran and the arming of 
groups throughout the re- 
gion. 

Trump’s decision avoid- 
ed placing the United States 
in violation of the com- 
mitments it made in the 
landmark 2015 deal. But he 
affirmed his willingness to 
withdraw from it in a few 
months unless changes are 
made. 

“Despite my strong incli- 
nation, I have not yet with- 
drawn the United States 
from the Iran nuclear deal,” 
Trump said in a statement 
that outlined several tough 
new rules on Iran. “Instead, 
I have outlined two possi- 
ble paths forward: either fix 
the deal’s disastrous flaws, 
or the United States will 
withdraw.” 

Later in the statement, 
Trump reiterated, “This is 
a last chance.” 

Critics of the deal 


See IRAN, Page 7A 


TRUMP DROPS 
London trip to 
open embassy. 
Page 4A. 


Chilean churches como? 


AP/ESTEBAN FELIX 


Mahmud Aleuy (left) of Chile’s Interior Ministry inspects a Roman 
Catholic church Friday in Santiago after it and two others were 
firebombed overnight. Notes left at the scene threatened Pope 
Francis, who is to begin a trip to Chile on Monday. Article, 2A 


DINING ON COON 
Critter annual star, 
but beef, pig at meal 


Fixed up, it’s said to taste ‘brown’ 


STEPHEN STEED 

ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 
GILLETT — According to 
the professionals, it takes the 
better part of a week to make 
a raccoon fit for eating; ac- 
quiring a taste for the critter 

takes a while longer, if ever. 
Friday morning, in Gillett, 
Chad Philipp and Kevin Mur- 
phy stopped by the town’s 
volunteer Fire Department 
to check on how 29 beef 
briskets totaling 405 pounds 
were faring over smokers set 
at about 250 degrees. The 
briskets were doing fine and, 
in less than 24 hours, they’d 


“We had all the coon we 
needed — about 300 — 
in just eight days.” 
SCOTT PLACE, the supper’s 
coon chef, whose father once 


served as the sometimes | 
off-color master of ceremonies 


be wrapped up and replaced 
over the coals by 400 pounds 
of babyback ribs. 

About a mile north, the 
star of the show — 800 
pounds of raccoon — was 


See GILLETT, Page 8A 
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Jon Howell (left) and Christy Murphy set up tables and chairs Friday at the gym in Gillett as the town 
gets ready for the 75th annual coon supper. 


